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1586;   the following morning they assembled in the great hall of the castle and began their investigations.
Mary at first refused to appear before them, on the ground that she did not admit their competence to be her judges, as they were not her peers; and she appealed to the ancient laws of England, which had never afforded her the slightest protection, but had invariably left her at the mercy of those who were stronger than she. But when she saw that the trial was proceeded with in her absence, and that calumnious statements of all sorts were presented to the tribunal, no one being there to refute them, she decided to appear.
We quote the report of the two examinations to which she was subjected, as transmitted by M. de Belli6vre to M. de Villeroy. M. de Bellievre, as we shall see later, was an Envoy Extraordinary from Henry III. to Elizabeth.
" The Queen of Scotland, having taken her place at the end of the table in said hall, and said commissioners being seated around her, began as follows:
" * I do not consider that any one of you who are here assembled is my equal, or competent to be my judge to question me with reference to any charge. Therefore what I do and say to you at this moment is of my own free will, and I call God to witness that I am innocent of the calumnious charges which have been brought against me, and that my conscience is pure. A free princess am I and born a Queen, responsible to none save God, and to none save Him can I be called upon to render an account of my actions. Therefore do I renew my protest, so that my appearance before you may in no way prejudice myself, .nor the kings, princes, and potentates, my allies, nor my son; and I demand that my protest be recorded and a copy thereof furnished me."